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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for the claimed 
subject matter. See 37 CFR 1 75(d)(1 ) and MPEP § 608.01 (o). Correction of the following is required: 
the phrase "computer readable product having a computer readable medium" (e.g., claims 8-10) lacks 
proper antecedent basis. If by this recitation applicant means (per page 10, paragraph [011 9], PGPUB 
20040186598) "a medium for execution of the setup guide program [...] not limited to a medium having a 
material substance such as the CD-ROM. For example, [...] program may be downloaded via a public 
communication line by utilizing the modem 1027 and executed" then these claims may be rejected under 
35 U.S.C. § 101 , lack of statutory basis. A medium not having a material substance such as signal sent 
through a public communication line is not a useful process, machine, manufacture, nor composition of 
matter. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 8-10, 12, 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ohtuska et 
al. (EP 0 804 018 A2, hereinafter Ohtuska) in view of Takemura et al. (U.S. 6,089,772, hereinafter 
Takemura). 

As to claim 8, 12, 13: 

Ohtuska shows computer program product having a computer readable medium with a printer 
operating guide program, a method, and an apparatus for enabling a computer (abstract, lines 5-14) to 
perform the steps comprising: 
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monitoring a status information (column 1, lines 16-19 and column 7, lines 33-35) when a 
cartridge for printing is installed on the printer or the cartridge is replaced with another cartridge, the 
status information sent from the printer (column 25, lines 17-31), where the printer is equipped with a 
sensor to detect that the cartridge has been attached (column 9, lines 45-52); 

determining whether or not a cartridge for printing has been attached to the printer (figure 25, 
element s420, column 25, lines 18-20); and 

after a cartridge is attached, displaying (e.g., enabling) a selection user interface from which 
selection of a print mode is waited before proceeding to a next step, 

whereby, the computer program product, method, and apparatus, enables a step-by-step 
process, rather than automatically proceeding to a step without requiring the user's operation (column 25, 
line 52 to column 26, line 3) 

Ohtuska fails to specifically, show: enabling a button for advancing process to be clicked by a user 
if it is determined the cartridge has been attached to the printer. 

In the same field of invention, Takemura teaches: a printer including a housing defining a media 
feed portion. Takemura further teaches: a user interface for selecting the speed and quality of print 
resolution (e.g., print mode) (figure 46), said user interface including an OK button and a Cancel button. 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings of 
Ohtuska and Takemura at the time that the invention was made, to have combined the user interface for 
selecting the speed and quality of print resolution including an OK button and a Cancel button of 
Takemura with the product, method, and apparatus as taught by Ohtuska. 

One. would have been motivated to make such combination because a way to allow a user submit 
selection of a print mode through the use of an OK button would have been obtained and desired as 
expressly taught by Takemura (figure 46). 



As to claim 9, Ohtuska expressly shows: 
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Wherein if it is determined that there is some error in the attachment of the cartridge, the button 
for advancing process is not enabled to be clicked and then, an image to advise the user to check the 
attachment of the cartridge is displayed (column 25, lines 23-30). 

As to claim 10, Takemura expressly shows: 

Ohtuska and Takemura show a product, method, and apparatus substantially as claimed, as 
specified above. 

Takemura further shows: a sub heater control driving the temperature of a print head upon receipt 
10 ms interrupt (e.g., time-out period), said sub heater control being part of timer operations being 
provided by a cyclic handler (column 23-27), and cyclic handlers being provided for user interface tasks 
(e.g., image to advise user) (column 27, lines 20-22), a host processor requesting a printer status (column 
23, 56-63), said printer status comprising whether an error or alarm has been detected (column 24, lines 

3 )- 

Ohtuska and Takemura fail to specifically teach: Wherein.a predetermined time-out period is set, 
and the image to advise the user to check the attachment of the cartridge is displayed after the time-out 
has occurred. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the teachings of Ohtuska and 
Takemura at the time that the invention was made, to have included the predetermined time-out period 
being set, and the image to advise the user to check the attachment of the cartridge being displayed after 
the time-out has occurred with the product, method, and apparatus as taught by Ohtuska and Takemura. 

One would have been motivated to make such combination because a way to verify that a sub 
heater control would properly drive the temperature of a cartridge's print head would have been obtained 
and desired. 

References to specific columns, figures or lines should not be limiting in any way. The entire 
reference provides disclosure related to the claimed invention. 
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Response to Arguments 
35 U.S.C § 103 Rejection of claims 8-10, 12, 13 

Applicant's arguments, see pages 5-8, with respect to the rejection(s) of the claim(s) above 
mentioned under 35 (JSC section 103 have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the 
rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made 
in view of Ohtuska in view of Takemura (same prior art of record). 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this Office 
action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of 
the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE MONTHS from 
the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date 
of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH 
shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action 
is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX 
MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure: 
Ohtsuka et al. [U.S. 6,145,950] 

Moroetal. [U.S. 6,327,051] 

Pappalardo et al. [U.S. 6,977,753] 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Jordany Nunez whose telephone number is (571)272-2753, The examiner can normally be 
reached on Monday Through Friday 8am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Weilun Lo can be reached on (571)272-4847. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) 
at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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